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ERIN KISKADDON, MS 
Coastal Ecologist 

Erin Kiskaddon is a member of the Coastal Ecology Department at The Water 
Institute and specializes in a diverse array of topics related to coastal ecology, with 
specific emphasis in benthic invertebrates; data collection, analysis, and 
interpretation; technical writing; and project management. Erin received her 
bachelor’s at Whitman College with a concentration in Biology and then graduated 
from the University of South Florida Tampa with a master’s Degree in Biology. Her 
thesis work focused on trophic ecology of invertebrates in coastal mangrove 
transition zones. At the Dauphin Island Sea Lab, she studied marine benthic 
infauna communities and the geophysical properties of marine sediments around 
Dauphin Island, AL.  

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2020–Present: Research Scientist, The Water Institute 

2019–2020: Research Associate, The Water Institute  

2019–2020: Research Scientist, The Water Institute  

2019: Lab Manager, Dauphin Island Sea Lab  

2016–2019: Laboratory Technician and Project Manager, Dauphin Island Sea Lab  

2014–2016: Research Assistant, Laboratory Instructor, Teaching Assistant, 
University of South Florida 

2013–2014: Research Intern, Bodega Bay Marine Lab 
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Coastal Ecologist 

PROJECT ROLE / 
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Coastal ecology  

Project management  
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MS Biology, University 
of South Florida, 2017  

BS Biology, Whitman 
College, 2013  
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GAQM Professional in 
Project Management 

NAUII Open Water 
Dive Certification 
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SELECTED PROJECTS  

NOAA Ecosystem Monitoring of Barataria and 
Terrebonne Basins. National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Association, U.S. Geological Survey, 
Louisiana State University, University of Louisiana 
Lafayette, University of California Santa Cruz, Dynamic 
Solutions (2019–present). Principle Investigator. Over 
a period of five years, the Water Institute and the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) have worked collaboratively to evaluate and 
develop ecological monitoring plans for Terrebonne 
and Barataria Basins as well as NOAA’s large-scale 
marsh creation project (BA-0207). Collaborative work 
is ongoing to develop, implement, and evaluate data 
collection plans targeting nekton and lower trophic 
level organisms. Work is expected to continue over the 
next five years while fostering collaboration across 
multiple state, federal, and academic partners.   

Monitoring the Effects of Coastal Wetland 
Restoration on Fish and Invertebrates. National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Association, Louisiana State 
University (2023–present). Principle Investigator. The 
objective of this project is to assist NOAA in evaluating 
the utility of leveraging existing data collected by the 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) 
Fisheries Independent Monitoring Program (FIMP) for 
development of reference ranges and restoration 
targets for nektonic fish and invertebrate species 
utilizing wetland, coastal, and nearshore habitat 
restoration projects.  
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phylogenetic diversity. Frontiers in Environmental 
Science.  

7. Berke SK, K Dorgan, E Kiskaddon, SS Bell, KJ 
Gadeken, WC Clemo, E Keller, T Caffray. 2022. 
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Frontiers in Environmental Science.  

8. Carruthers TJB, E Kiskaddon, MM Baustian, KM 
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