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PATRICK BODILLY KANE, PH.D. 

Policy Researcher 

Patrick Bodilly Kane, Ph.D., is a policy researcher on The Water Institute’s 

Planning and Policy Research team, where he focuses on robust decision making, 

risk perception, and policy development. Prior to working at the Institute, Patrick’s 

research has examined how risk perceptions impact decisions on topics ranging 

from climate change to COVID-19. Since coming to the Institute, Patrick’s research 

has focused on quantifying the impacts of policy, including developing 

consequence modeling in support of flood risk analysis and benefit-cost analysis 

for green infrastructure. Patrick also focuses on robust decision-making analysis, a 

model-based approach for understanding uncertain systems, which he has applied 

in the domain of emissions reduction, stormwater management and the 

management of the Mississippi River.  
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SELECTED PROJECTS  

Barrier Island Sediment Management. The Water 
Institute. (Ongoing) Policy Researcher. Developing a 

Robust Decision Making Framework to evaluate the 
effectiveness of sediment management strategies for 
barrier islands across the Louisiana coastline. 

 

2029 Louisiana Coastal Master Plan. Coastal 
Protection and Restoration Authority. (Ongoing). Policy 
Researcher. Updating the consequence methodology 
used in the 2023 Coastal Master Plan to account for 
the different kinds of flooding in compound flood zones 
and the disparate impacts of flood damage based on 
socioeconomic factors. 

 

Policy Research to Improve the Evaluation of  
Nature Based Solutions in U.S. Army Corps of  
Engineers Programs. US Army Corps of Engineers. 
(2022–2023). Policy Researcher. Updated existing cost 
benefit analysis for six selected USACE projects to 
incorporate newly monetized benefits for plans with 
nature-based solutions and the differential impacts of 
projects due to equity considerations. 
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