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LETTER FROM THE

Dear Climate Initiatives Task Force Members, G OVE R N 0 R

| am proud to receive the 2023 Annual Report of the Climate Initiatives Task Force, This report
overviews the implementation status of the Climate Action Plan, which contains a high level set of
strategies and actions that, if implemented aggressively and swifthy, will put Louisiana on a path to
net zero by 2050,

In the year since its unanimous approval by the Climate Initiatives Task Force, the Climate

Action Plan has served as the state’s North Star for climate action. The actions, strategies, and
fundamental objectives in the Climate Action Plan have steered the efforts of my administration,
the private sector, academia, NMG0s, and individuals in Louisiana. While it is important to
recognize, celebrate, and build on our successes from 2022, we still have a long and challenging
journey ahead to reach the goals | set forth in Executive Order JBE 2020-18.

The strength of the Climate Action Plan comes from the many people and organizations who
contributed to its creation and remain committed to its implementation. If we are going to achieve
climate action at scale, the ongoing engagement, coordination, and collaboration of many diverse
stakeholders and organizations must continue to grow over the years and decades,

Just as now is the time to strengthen and grow support for climate action, we are also in a critical
maoment to secure significant federal funding for climate action in Louisiana. The Climate Action

Plan has guided the state’s pursuit and use of federal funds, including the generational funding
opportunities in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and the Inflation Reduction Act. These funds will
propel Louisiana closer to its near and mid-term decarbonization goals, and by having a climate
plan rooted in eqguity and the clean energy workforce, Louisiana is more competitive for these
funds, The value of a clear, unifying plan simply cannot be overstated.

As we embark on the last year of my administration, we are committed to maximizing
every opportunity available to advance the Climate Action Plan and catalyze
climate action in the years and decades to come through partnerships, policy,
programs, and funding. To this end, we will remain dedicated to the public and
stakeholder cutreach and engagement that underpins this Task Force, the
Climate Action Plan, and its implemantation. It is only by working together that
we will give ourselves the best opporiunity to avoid the worst impacts of
climate change and realize a brighter, cleaner, and more sustainable fulure for

ggwm@

Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards

Sincerely,
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